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Lesson objectives:

The student will:

1. Develop skills to analyze primary sources such as the United States Emancipation Proclamation and the Russian Emancipation Manifesto

2. Compare and contrast the Russian Emancipation Manifesto (1861) issued by Alexander the II with the Emancipation Proclamation (1862) issued by Abraham Lincoln 

Introduction/Anticipatory Set:

Display the following quotes on the chalkboard or an overhead transparency:

“And upon this act, [Emancipation Proclamation] sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind and the gracious favor or Almighty God.”


The Emancipation Proclamation of 1863. 

“Because of the decline of the simplicity of morals, because of an increase in the diversity of relations.” . . . . “We thus became convinced that the problem of improving the condition of serfs was a sacred inheritance bequeathed to Us by Our predecessors, a mission which, in the course of events, Divine Providence has called upon Us to fulfil.” 


The Emancipation Manifesto, March 3, 1861.

Involve students in a discussion of the two documents by using the following questions as a guide:

1. To what country does each document refer?

2. Who are the authors of each document?

3. What are the dates each document was issued?

4. How does each author justify the issuance of the document?

5. Is there any reference to a supreme being in either document?

6. Which document seems to be the result of military issues and which document seems to be the result of economic issues?  

7. Does either author suggested a legal basis for issuing the document?

Materials/Resources (Includes handouts, reading assignments, Internet link, etc.)

Magazine of History. “Comparing the Emancipation Proclamation and the Russian 

Emancipation Manifesto.  Winter 1989.  Pp. 56-59.

Chapter readings from any world history and United States history textbooks that discuss the 

Russian and U.S. emancipation documents.

Emancipation Proclamation of 1863. Transcript. 100 Milestone Documents. National 

  
Archives. http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=34&page=transcript
The Emancipation Manifesto, March 3 1861 [NS]


http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers/seminar_docs/civilwar_doc3.html
Tsar Aleksandr II.  Emancipation Manifesto.

http://euphrates.wpunj.edu/courses/hist330-60/Supplementary%20Material/HTML/Emancipation%20Manifesto.html 

The Process/Procedures of Instruction:

1. Conduct an oral discussion with students with reference to what primary sources are. Provide students with pertinent excerpts from the following sources and/or conduct class in a computer lab with Internet access:  

  Library of Congress: Types of Primary Sources


http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/lessons/psources/types.html 

  Library of Congress: What Are Primary Sources


http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/lessons/psources/source.html 

National Archives and Records Administration. Digital Classroom. History in 

the Raw. 

http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/history_in_the_raw.html 

    2.  Conduct an oral discussion with students with reference to how primary sources can be 

         evaluated.  Provide students with pertinent excerpts from the following sources and/or 

         conduct class in a computer lab with Internet access:  



National Archives. Document Analysis Worksheets.

       http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/worksheets.html 



Library of Congress. Analysis of Primary Sources




http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/lessons/psources/analyze.html 

    3.    Provide students with a copy of “Emancipation by Thomas Nast” located at 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/features/civilrights/learn_more.html#abolition  and

model how to use the National Archives “Cartoon Analysis Worksheet” located at 

          http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/cartoon.html 

4. Discuss the historical background of when Lincoln announced his Emancipation 

      Proclamation and Alexander II announced his Emancipation Manifesto.

5. Provide students with copies of Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and the 

      Alexander II s Emancipation Proclamation.  Divide students into groups of 4 and give   

      them 5-10 minutes to meet as a group and evaluate the following two documents.  

      Instruct students to use the National Archives “Written Document Analysis 

      Worksheet” as a basis for their discussion:
 http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/document.html 


After students have completed their worksheets, have each group present their analysis 

      to their classmates.

6. Have students compare and contrast the Emancipation Proclamation and the Emancipation Manifesto.  Use the following questions as a guideline for the oral discussion:

a. How does a serf differ from a slave?

b. Did Lincoln and Alexander II differ in why they proposed their respective emancipations?

c. What were the effects of issuing each document?

d. Which document do you think was more effective in the long run?

e. Which man do you think was most sincere in improving the life of the down trodden?


Learning Advice:

· Assign students pertinent readings from their US history and/or world history textbooks that contain information on the time period when President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and Alexander II s Emancipation Manifesto were issued.

· If possible, obtain a copy of the Magazine of History Winter 1989 issue, which contains article related to the Reconstruction period in US history as well as a lesson plan on comparing the Emancipation Proclamation and the Russian Emancipation Manifesto.

· Model how to utilize the National Archives worksheets to analyze primary resources.  Consult the National Archives Digital Classroom “Document Analysis Worksheets” located at 

http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/worksheets.html 

· Provide time in a computer lab for students to research websites related to the Emancipation Proclamation issued by President Lincoln and the Russian Emancipation Manifesto issued by Emperor Alexander II.

      Provide copies of both emancipation documents for students

Summary/Conclusion:

Students will develop skills to use to analyze primary resources based on suggestions provided by the “National Archives Document Analysis Worksheets” and the Library of Congress American Memory “Analysis of Primary Sources”

At the completion of the lesson students will be able to identify the weaknesses and strengths of Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and Alexander II s  Emancipation Manifesto.   Furthermore, students will be able to identify the similarities and differences between the two emancipation documents.  Finally, students will be able to effectively utilize the National Archives  “Written Document Analysis Worksheet” and/or The Library of Congress.  American Memory Collection  “Learning Page “Analysis of Primary Sources” to analyze primary sources. 

Students will also be able to compare and contrast the causes and result of the emancipation documents for both the Russians and the Americans. 

Assessment Activities:

Option l: 

Instruct students to identify one website that relates to the Russian Emancipation Manifesto and one website that relates to the Emancipation Proclamation.  Students should then evaluate the websites utilizing the rubric located at http://www.siec.k12.in.us/~west/edu/rubric3.htm 

Option 2: 

Instruct students to use either the Library of Congress “Questions for Analyzing Primary Sources” located at http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/lessons/psources/analyze.html
or the National Archives and Records Administration Digital Classroom  Written Document Analysis Worksheet” located at http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/document.html to analyze the Russian Emancipation Manifesto or the American Emancipation Proclamation.

General Notes (Extension Activities):

· Have students access the “Audio: Former slave Charlie Smith discusses work and living situation after the Emancipation Proclamation” located at  

http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/summer_1993_emancipation_proclamation.html  and analyze the audiotape by using the National Archives “Sound Recording Analysis Worksheet” located at 

http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/sound.html 

· Instruct students to access “The Emancipation Proclamation An Act of Justice” by John Hope Franklin located at 

· http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/summer_1993_emancipation_proclamation.html  Then instruct students to read the poem written by James Weldon Johnson titled “Fifty Years."  Tell students to then analyze the poem by using the National Archives“ Written Document Analysis Worksheet” located at http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/document.html 

· Compare and Contrast the District of Columbia Emancipation Act with the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863. Consult the following websites for copies of each document:


Emancipation Proclamation of 1863. Transcript. 100 Milestone Documents. National 

  
Archives.

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=34&page=transcript

District of Columbia Emancipation Act.


http://www.archives.gov/exhibit_hall/featured_documents/dc_emancipation_act/ 

· Provide student with a copy of the Library of Congress image “Emancipation Day Song and Chorus” from the Learning Page “From Slavery to Civil Rights” located at 

           http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/features/civilrights/learn_more.html#civilwar 


Instruct students to use the National Archives “Photo Analysis Worksheet” located at  

http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/photo.html to

 analyze the image.

· Provide students with a copy of the Library of Congress image “

From the Learning Page “From Slavery to Civil Rights” located at 

           http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/features/civilrights/learn_more.html#civilwar 


Instruct students to use the National Archives “Photo Analysis Worksheet” located at  

http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/photo.html to

 analyze the image

· Provide students with a copy of the primary document titled “Alexander Nikitenko responds to the Emancipation of the Serfs, 1861” located at 

      http://artsci.shu.edu/reesp/documents/nikitenko.htm  Then instruct students to use the 

National Archives “Written Document Analysis Worksheet” located at 

http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/document.html  

      as a basis for analyzing the document.
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