Visual Discovery of Political Cartoons from the New Deal Era

Teacher: 

First Name:  Jordan                         Last Name: Boyer

Email address: jordan.boyer@ops.org

Lesson Information:

Suggested Grade Level: 8

Lesson Title:  A closer look at the New Deal (using political cartoons)

Rationale: By having students examine the political cartoons of a time period they will be able to understand more of the reasoning behind why the cartoon was created and the point the artist is trying to say.

Guided Questions:  
· Why do artist create political cartoons?
· What are political cartoonists trying to say?
· How do the artists show you (the reader) what they are criticizing? (What examples in the cartoon let you know what the artist is thinking?)
OPS Standards
· 8-01 – Culture 
· 8-02 – History/Geography	
· 8-04 - Government

Lesson Objective(s):
· Students will be able to decipher political cartoons to understand what the artist is trying to say.
· Students will be able to understand the issues of the day by examining political cartoons.

Introduction/Anticipatory Set:  In what ways do artists use their work to voice their opinion on certain topics?

Directions/Procedures for Instruction:
Students will view a series of political cartoons from the “between the wars” era in American History.  We will spend 5-10 minutes dissecting each cartoon, asking some essential questions about each one –
· What do you see in this cartoon?
· What don’t you see in this cartoon?
· What do you think is happening?
· Why do you think that? (support your answer)
· What time period do you think this cartoon was created?

Once we have spent 5-10 minutes examining the cartoon I will expand on what the artist intended to say and ask the students if they feel the artist did a good job depicting what they wanted to say.  Take about 5 minutes to have the students discuss their answers.

Materials:
· Examples of political cartoons from the “between the wars” era in American History ( I have included some examples)
· Examples of political cartoons from today (to help them brainstorm for their own political cartoon that they will create) – I have included some examples.
· Construction paper, pens, pencils, rulers (any other materials the students may need for their political cartoon project).


Examples for “Between the Wars”:
[image: http://www.nisk.k12.ny.us/fdr/fdr_farm/33041301.GIF]


[image: http://www.nisk.k12.ny.us/fdr/wait_for_fdr/33011001.gif]


[image: http://www.nisk.k12.ny.us/fdr/wait_for_fdr/33012501.gif]


[image: http://www.nisk.k12.ny.us/fdr/wait_for_fdr/33030501.gif]




















Examples for Today:
[image: http://img.slate.com/media/1/123125/2073765/2112071/2129220/051129_fw_cartoon.jpg]

[image: http://www.cagle.com/working/080527/keefe.jpg]


[image: http://z.about.com/d/politicalhumor/1/0/J/l/1/bush_iraq_surge.jpg]



[image: http://z.about.com/d/politicalhumor/1/0/s/h/1/iraq_chaos.jpg]







[image: http://z.about.com/d/politicalhumor/1/0/0/i/1/mccain_iraq_prisoner.jpg]








[image: http://www.cagle.com/news/VicksDogFight/images/sheneman00.gif]

Instructional Strategies (Integrate selected History Alive strategies)
· Visual discovery of the political cartoons.

Primary Sources (include source title and Internet address):

Technology:  
· overheads with the pictures on transparencies or
· computer, power point, LCD projector

Assessment Activities: include rubric(s):
Students will create their own political cartoon using an issue from today.  They can work individually or in a group.  They will first have to brainstorm what issue they want to draw their political cartoon on.  Once they have narrowed it down to three choices they will have to have the idea okayed by the teacher before they proceed.  Once they have their idea they will not only have to create a cartoon, but they will have to write down an explanation of what their cartoon is depicting on the back.  
When the students are done I will collect them and make transparency copies.  Next class period I will place the cartoons on the overhead and as a class we will look at each one.  Then the artist(s) will be able to see if their message is as easily portrayed to the rest of the class.  

	
	
	
	
	
	

	





















Political Cartoon Project
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Teacher Name: Mr. Boyer
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Student Name:     ________________________________________
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	Content - Accuracy
	At least 7 accurate facts are displayed on the poster.
	5-6 accurate facts are displayed on the poster.
	3-4 accurate facts are displayed on the poster.
	Less than 3 accurate facts are displayed on the poster.
	

	Graphics - Relevance
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand.
	All graphics relate to the topic. Most borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	Graphics do not relate to the topic OR several borrowed graphics do not have a source citation.
	

	Graphics - Originality
	Several of the graphics used on the poster reflect a exceptional degree of student creativity in their creation and/or display.
	One or two of the graphics used on the poster reflect student creativity in their creation and/or display.
	The graphics are made by the student, but are based on the designs or ideas of others.
	No graphics made by the student are included.
	

	Use of Class Time
	Used time well during each class period. Focused on getting the project done. Never distracted others.
	Used time well during each class period. Usually focused on getting the project done and never distracted others.
	Used some of the time well during each class period. There was some focus on the project but occasionally distracted others.
	Did not use class time to focus on the project OR often distracted others.
	

	Knowledge Gained
	Student can accurately answer all questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster.
	Student can accurately answer most questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster.
	Student can accurately answer about 75% of questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster.
	Student appears to have insufficient knowledge about the facts or processes used in the poster.
	



Closure:
Students will need to hand me their answer to the “exit question” before they leave.  Exit ticket question – Identify one of the different ways artists’ use political cartoons to get their point across.  (exaggerations, facts about the issue in the cartoon, characters based on real people, etc.)
Extension Activities for differentiation:

Examples of student work:

Bibliography 

Books:

Periodicals:

Newspapers:

Internet (list title as well as address):
· SLATE “The Perils of Withdrawal” - http://www.slate.com/id/2131189/
· EDSITEment - http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=300
· FDR Cartoon Archive - http://www.nisk.k12.ny.us/fdr/
· Waiting for the New Deal - http://www.nisk.k12.ny.us/fdr/FDRnewdeal.html
· About.com – 
· http://politicalhumor.about.com/od/iraq/ig/Iraq-Cartoons/Bush-s-Iraq-Surge.-2Aw.htm
· http://politicalhumor.about.com/od/iraq/ig/Iraq-Cartoons/Iraq-Chaos.-2Ba.htm
· http://politicalhumor.about.com/od/iraq/ig/Iraq-Cartoons/McCain-Iraq-POW.htm
· NEALO.COM – cartoons by Neal Obermeyer - http://www.nealo.com/blog/2007/07/
· Political Cartoons - http://political-cartoons.org/page/2
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